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Thoughts of Spring 
 
No matter how harsh the winter 
And deep the driven snow, 
No matter how vice like its icy grip 
It’s a comfort to all that we know, 
That when all the snow has melted 
And the birds once again start to sing, 
The green shoots of nature’s new cycle 
Will herald the arrival of spring. 
 
By Colin Hammacott 
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25 March - Lady Day  - the Annunciation  
 

This story (Luke 1.26-38) takes place in Nazareth, when Mary is already betrothed 
to Joseph. The Archangel Gabriel comes to Mary, greets her as highly favoured, 
tells her not to be afraid, that she will bear a son Jesus, and that her elderly cousin 
Elizabeth is already pregnant (with John the Baptist). 
 

The church calendar is never quite as neat as some would like it.  To celebrate the 
Annunciation on 25 March does indeed place the conception of Jesus exactly nine 
months from his birth on 25 December, but the latter part of March almost inevita-
bly falls during Lent.  But the birth and death of Jesus are intrinsically linked - he 
was born to die, and thus fulfil God’s purposes.   
 

The Annunciation is a significant date in the Christian calendar - it is one of the 
most frequent depicted in Christian art.  Gabriel’s gracious strength and Mary’s 
humble dignity have inspired many artists.  Certainly Mary’s response to the angel 
has for centuries been an example of good faith in practice - humility, enquiry of 
God, and trusting acceptance in his will for her life. 
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Preparations are on hand for a weekend of teaching and worship 
and celebration for all ages at the pleasure Park from the 21 – 23 
May 2010. 
 
A marquee will be the meeting place for children, youth and adult 
events  all on the theme of Hear the Call. It is hoped other           
congregations will join us in what will be a wonderful time of witness 
and worship.  
 
It is some 10 years since our first Pentecost in the Park. Pentecost in 
the Park 2010 will follow the same pattern with children’s and young 
people activities on the Friday evening and Saturday. Youth evening 
on the Saturday. All age games on the Saturday. Teaching for adults 
on the Friday and Saturday evening.  Sunday morning worship in the 
marquee in the morning. Workshops on band, signing, dance, drama 
and puppets on Sunday afternoon, leading to a celebration of      
worship and Praise on Sunday evening.    
 
To make an event as big as this happen we need the support of 
members and friends and this is already forthcoming. Information 
about how you could help will be made available soon.  
 
The other important thing is prayer, a prayer leaflet is available and 
opportunities for prayer are being made available. Please pray for 
those who are helping to organise the event and the many different 
practical arrangements that are being made.  
 
More information will be in the April and May issues of Kirk News 
and also on the web page www.kemnaykirk.org.uk. 



- 9 - 



- 10 - 

CHRISTIAN AID NEWS 
 
 

Catherine Kithuka lives in the Matopeni slum of Nairobi in Kenya. 
She is fighting to improve facilities. Here are some of her words:- “I 
believe in change. I believe in having the heart of a fighter because 
fighters expect change. I pray for change. I pray to have a clean 
comfortable life with privacy. Most of all I pray for clean water.” 1.4 
billion people across the world live in poverty. If you too believe in 
change join us this year in our Kemnay fundraising efforts to support 
many more projects in more than 50 countries. 
 
This month we are offering free SMARTIE tubes for you and your 
friends to fill with 20p coins by the end of June. If you are a U.K. tax-
payer this donation can be treated as Gift Aid by signing one of our 
envelopes. See how many you can fill! 
 
In April we will issue sponsor forms for the JOG/WALK in the    
Pleasure Park on Saturday 8 May from 10-11 a.m. The following 
week we set up stalls in the Church Centre - details later. We need a 
lot of helpers for both events. Contact Brian McNally (642435) to 
help at the Jog/Walk. Let me know if you have a few hours to help at 
our SHOP. 

 
Log on to www.christianaid.org.uk for more information. 
 
            Leslie McKay (642482)�
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Y our comments, ideas & material are always welcome.  
 

Letters and articles should be sent to: The Editor, ‘Oxencraig’, Bridge Road, 
Kemnay AB51 5QT or sent via email to porterdjd@tiscali.co.uk.  
 

Please include your name and address. The editorial committee reserves 
the right to edit material to suit the space available. The DEADLINE for the 
April edition is 20th March 2010 .  
 

Please ensure all material is submitted by this date so that we can print on 
time.                 
                                                 Thank you  

NEARLY NEW SALE 
 

TOYS, BOOKS, NURSERY EQUIPMENT,  
GAMES, CLOTHES 

 
On SATURDAY 7th APRIL 17TH 2010 

At KEMNAY CHURCH CENTRE 
9.30–11.30AM, £1 ENTRY 

INTERESTED SELLERS 
CONTACT: Fiona 07905 770259 

DROP OFF FRIDAY EVENING ONLY 

NEW 9.30AM START.  
ARRIVE EARLY TO  

PICK UP A BARGAIN 
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14 March - Mothering Sunday 
 

       There is an old Jewish saying:     
   God could not be everywhere,  
   and therefore He made mothers. 
 

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods - our human mothers - all of 
them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ - as the fourth    
Sunday in Lent is affectionately known. 
 

In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele, Mother 
of all the Gods.  Other pagan festivals in honour of Mother Earth were also        
celebrated.  With the arrival of     Christianity, the festival became one honouring 
Mother Church. 
 

During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working as 
‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit their   
families - which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name.  This special day became 
a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken.  In some places the day 
was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet cakes called simnel cakes              
traditionally eaten on that day. 



- 19 - 

MARCH ISSUE 
 

Down on the Farm 
Jackie Macadam learns about the church’s role in the Care Farming  

initiative, which uses commercial farms and farming activity to  
promote mental and physical health. 

 

‘You’ll Never Amount to Anything…’ 
Profile of the Rev Neil Galbraith, co-founder of Glasgow the Caring City.  

 

A Reformation Fascination 
Dr Harry Reid examines the work of emerging Glasgow artist Joe O’Brien. 

 

Divided and Reunited 
John R Hume examines the Church of the Holy Rude in Stirling. 

 

From Lent to Pentecost 
In the second part of the series, the Rev Martin Allen examines  

John 19:19 – the Coronation at the Cross. 
 

The Growing Church 
Holy Trinity Church in Wester Hailes, Edinburgh. 

 

Struggling for Religious Autonomy 
The third of Professor Peter Howie’s pen portraits of the Reformation  

looks at the life of Andrew Melville. 
 

Too Harshly Judged? 
The Rev James Martin suggests Judas Iscariot should receive  

a more sympathetic hearing. 
 

Making a Difference 
David McLachlan calls on readers to support the Church and Society  

Council’s postcard campaign to cancel the renewal of the Trident  
nuclear weapons system. 

 

1500 Years of Christianity 
Jackie Macadam visits Luss, one of the oldest Christian  

settlements in Scotland. 
 

Plus: Presbytery of St Andrews, all the regular columnists, news, letters, 
reviews and crosswords – all for just £1.60. 

 

Facebook: You can now follow Life and Work on Facebook. 
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Not my Favourite Things 
(with apologies to Messrs Rogers and Hammerstein!) 
 

Facebook and Bebo and E-bay and Twitter 
Texting and typing – they won’t make you fitter, 
Sore eyes and fingers are all that they bring, 
They’re not remotely my favourite things! 
 

Viruses, Trojans, and spamming and phishing, 
Data on laptops that seem to go missing, 
Sitting on trains when a telephone rings, 
These aren’t exactly my favourite things! 
 

When they break down, when they spam me, 
When they make me mad…… 
Then I remember how things used to be – 
And I don’t feel so bad! 
 

Letters from loved ones in handwritten packets 
Walks in the park with no ‘phones in our jackets, 
Capitals used when a sentence begins, 
Those were a few of my favourite things! 
 

For those old days, and those old ways, 
I am feeling sad, 
Then I switch off my i-phone and PC, 
And I don’t feel so bad!   
 

By Nigel Beeton 
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